Liver ferrochelatase from normal and hexachlorobenzene porphyric rats. Mechanism of drug action.
1. The action of hexachlorobenzene (HCB) on hepatic ferrochelatase was investigated. 2. A direct action of HCB, pentachlorophenol, porphyrins and haem on this enzyme activity was discarded. 3. In HCB porphyric liver there is probably an activator tightly bound to the enzyme. 4. Pyridoxal phosphate (PPL) may be a cofactor of ferrochelatase from both normal and porphyric rats. 5. The PPL would be involved in the binding site of Fe2+ or at least in the approaching of Fe2+ to the active site of the enzyme. 6. The differences found between normal and porphyric preparations could be attributed to conformational changes elicited by the HCB.